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Is This Really The Exciter??? 
Well it sort of looks like the Exciter... 


Due to circumstances beyond my control, I 
ended up having to come up with this months 
Exciter on very short notice. It isn’t formatted 
as nicely as the regular Exciter but I was 
shooting for content and wanted to get it to 
you before the March meeting. Hopefully 
next month it will be back to looking normal. 


- Cyndi KD4ACW 
President’s Corner 


Greetings again to all. This is actually my second 
column as President, but unfortunately since last 
months Exciter hasn't shown up no one has been 
able to read it yet! More on that in just a second. 


What I hope to do here each month is give you a 
run down on what is going on with the club in a 
condensed format. 


Now, about last month's Exciter. Curt mailed the 
Exciters on the Saturday before the February 
meeting and they haven't been seen since. 

He's contacted the Postmaster but they don't give 
us much hope of tracking them down since they 
weren't registered mail. Chances are 

the weather may have had something to do with 
it. That was one of the weekends we had a bad 


ice storm. Curt will be reprinting those articles in 
next months Exciter. 


A reminder that the March meeting will be the 
Birthday Party/Awards Ceremoney. This is where 
we eat lot's of ice cream and honor those that 
have made significant contributions to RARS over 
the last year. VE Testing will also be offered since 
they were not able to make it to last month's 
meeting due to the weather. 


April's meeting will be Skywarn Training. This 
has always been one of my favorite programs. 
This should get us all ready for storm season and 
helping out with the Skywarn Nets. We certainly 
don't want to see severe weather but we need to be 
prepared for it. 


The March Board Meeting (Mar 19th) will be the 
first of two Board Meetings concentrating on the 
new budget. Any groups wanting to make 
requests for money should contact Jeff, AC4ZO. 

to be put on the agenda. All presentations need to 
be made at the March meeting. I also encourage 
any RARS members that are just interested in how 
the money is spent to attend also. 


Back in December the club was asked to vote on 
spending money to fix up a van that was to be 
donated to the club. Unfortunately, due to 
circumstances beyond our control we did not 
receive the van. This was strictly a choice made 
(Continued on page 2) 


(Continued from page 1) 

by WRAL management. We don't have a lot 

of details about what happened, other than it was sold 
to someone else. I want to thank Curt, KD4YU, for all 
the work he did in trying to get the van donated to us. 


And lastly, a reminder that we now have a RARS 
Hotline setup so that you can get information about 
meetings and other activities going on in the club. The 
number is 676-8871. 


-73 


Cyndi, KD4ACW 
President, RARS 


Prespectives 


So I'm sitting around with a bunch of friends last 
night, and the topic of the conversation gets around to 
the upcoming RARS class. Specifically, how we 
should go about recruiting students for the class. 
Somebody said that they had a prospect, but that 
person visited a RARS meeting, and decided that ham 
radio is not for him. I couldn't believe what I just 
heard. How could this be? What could have happened 
at that meeting to have this effect on a person? Well... 
the meeting was in June, 95, and the topic was... 
(drum roll here please...) CONTESTING. Remember 
that? It was a presentation by yours truly, and I 
explained how it works, presented some examples, and 
then had a five minute simulated contest involving 
everyone in the room. We all had a blast... or so I 
thought. 


Well, after hearing last night that I had turned 
someone off so badly, I was devastated. That lasted for 
thirty seconds (plus or minus a few). Now, I'm trying 
to put this all in perspective, and here's what I think: 
When someone likes something, they like to share it. 
Especially hobbyists, and hams are no different. We 
think everyone should be a ham. And we think 
everyone should be interested in the same aspects of 
this diversified hobby that we are. But the truth is that 
most people are not interested in ham radio. Or at 
least not interested in becoming a ham. When being 
drug into the fold, and receiving pressure to become 


one of us, they can resist. They seem to have an 
endless list of reasons that they cannot or should not 
become a ham; (no time, no money, test too hard, don't 
know other hams, mic shy, no room for a shack... etc.) 
Of course we can overcome each and every excuse a 
person may have, by why don't we understand that that 
person is just not ready, and turn our attention to those 
that are ready, and help them along? 


Now, what about the content of the RARS program. 
Was it a mistake to risk this presentation last June, 
and expose this aspect of the hobby? How many 
programs a year should be a ham radio sales pitch? 
One or two? Six or seven? What are our members 
expecting for a program? What do they deserve? The 
way I see it, they deserve to be introduced to parts of 
the hobby they are unfamiliar with. They deserve to sit 
for an hour and be entertained. They deserve to 
leave,taking with them a view they may not have had 
before. And what about our guests? Well, they 
deserve the same things. 


So was the contesting program a mistake? I don't 
think so. There is hardly a ham alive that wouldn't 
poo poo some aspect of the hobby in favor of some 
other aspect. But rest assured, that when it's my turn 
to present a program, I will do my best to give you an 
exciting presentation, and show you something you 
have not seen before. If you enjoy it, I have been 
successful. If I turn somebody off, well, I'm sorry. 
Sort of. You'll just have to try the next months 
program. 


Sheesh. 


Jeff - AC4ZO 


Bug 
The Software Bug 


"You're out of your mind," 
they said with a shrug, 
"The customer's happy - 
what's one little bug?" 


(Continued from page 2) 

But he was determined, 

the others went home. 

He spread out the program, 
deserted, alone. 


The cleaning men came, 

the whole room was cluttered, 
with memory dumps, and oh, 
how he muttered. 


The mumbling got louder: 
"Simple deduction; 

I've got it, it's right, 

just change one instruction." 


It still wasn't perfect 

as year followed year, 

and strangers would comment: 
"Is that guy still here?" 


He died at the console 

of hunger and thirst. 
Next day he was buried, 
face down, write tab first. 


And the last bug in sight, 
an ant passing by, 

saluted his tombstone 
and whispered, "nice try." 


(author unknown) 


Guest ID 


As I was listening to the New Ham Information Net 
last night, I heard something that bothered me enough 
to make me write to the Exciter. It was the question 
and answer session near the end of the net, and a 
question came up concerning the use of call signs. The 
question was "Sometimes I hear people use a call sign 
other than their own. Why do they do that?" The 
answer given was "Technically, let's say for instance a 
person is riding in my car and using my radio, he 
would use my call sign. It's kind of confusing, but 
technically, that's what you're supposed to do 


according to the rules." 


This has been bothering me. It was not worth 
interrupting the net to discuss, but let's look at this 
a little closer. If you're reading this late at night, 
skip the next few paragraphs because they will put 
you to sleep. You can always read them later. 
First, I'll tell you what the FCC says about this - 
taken straight from the rules, then I'll give you the 
ARRL's interpretation. In case you're wondering, 
the ARRL interpretation is generally regarded by 
most amateurs to be the safest way to go on these 
matters. If there's time, I'll give you my 
interpretation. That's generally regarded to be the 
least safe... well, never mind. 


A few quotes from the rules: 


97.5 (a) When a station is transmitting on any 
amateur service frequency from a geographic 
location within 50 km of the Earth's surface where 
the amateur service is regulated by the FCC, the 
person having physical control of the apparatus 
must hold an FCC-issued written authorization for 
an amateur station. 


And the written authorization is: 


97.5 (d) (1) An Operator/Primary station 
license (FCC Form 660) issued to the person by 
the FCC. A primary station license is issued only 
to a person, together with an operator license on 
the same document. Every amateur operator 
licensed by the FCC must have one, but only one, 
primary station license. 


97.5 (e) The written authorization for an 
amateur station authorizes the use in accordance 
with FCC Rules all of the transmitting apparatus 
under the control of the station licensee at points 
where the amateur service is regulated by the FCC. 


97.7 When transmitting, each amateur station 
must have a control operator. Only a person 
holding one of the following documents may be 
the control operator of a station: 

(a) An operator/primary station license (FCC 
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(Continued from page 3) 
Form 660) issued to the person by the FCC. 


97.9 (a) The classes or amateur operator licenses 
are: Novice, Technician, Technician Plus (until such 
licenses expire, a Technician Class license granted 
before February 14, 1991, is considered a Technician 
Plus Class license), General, Advanced, and Amateur 
Extra. A person who has been granted an amateur 
license is authorized to be the control operator of an 
amateur station with the privileges of the operator 
class specified on the license. 


OK, enough of that. So what we need to have a legal 
transmission is a Station License, a Control Operator, 
and an Operator License. There are a few more related 
rules, but none that provide much-more clarification 
about whose call sign to use when visiting someone 
else's shack, or riding in someone else's car. If these 
excerpts from the rules seem rather nebulous, they are. 
That's to our advantage in the following way: The 
amateur service is supposed to be self policing. That 
doesn't mean we hire our own radio cops. It means we 
all should police ourselves. As long as we do a good 
job of this, we will be better off. Virtually every time 
there is a major disagreement interpreting the rules, 
and someone asks the FCC for clarification, the rule 
gets changed to our disadvantage. That's why we rely 
on the attorneys and legal speakers at headquarters 
(ARRL) to guide us with the interpretations. 


Now, here's what the League says about using call 
signs under these circumstances: 


From "The FCC Rule Book" published by The 
American Radio Relay League - 


"Q. Whose call sign is used when a friend operates 

my station? 

A. There are a couple of acceptable procedures: (1) 
A visiting operator can be designated control 
operator of your station. He uses your call sign 
and operates under the authority of your station 

license, and his operator license (and privileges). 
(2) You may "lend" your equipment to your 
visitor, and the equipment in your shack then 
becomes your visitor's temporary station. Your 
visitor uses his own call sign and operates under the 


authority of his own station and operator license." 
And now, from the ARRL Operating Manual: 


"An FCC rules interpretation allows the person in 
physical control of an Amateur Radio station to use his 
or her own call sign when guest operating at another 
station. Of course, the guest operator is bound by the 
frequency privileges of his or her own operator's 
license, no matter what class of license the station 
licensee may hold. For Example, Joan, KB6MOZ, a 
Novice, is visiting Stan, N6MP, an Extra Class 
licensee. Joan may use her own call sign at N6MP's 
station, but she must stay within the Novice subbands." 


So what does all this mean? Well, it means that what 
you hear on the repeaters, when folks are passing 

a mic around in a car, is just fine. And what do I 
think? I think that when you are using the local 
repeaters, you should use your own call sign, 
regardless of who's radio you're using. It helps avoid 
confusion. Lots of folks and lots of call signs are pretty 
well known on repeaters, especially .64, and when a 
voice and a call sign don't match, it perks up the ears 
of the repeater control ops, and confuses everyone else. 
Hmm, maybe I should rethink this after all. 


Jeff - AC4ZO 


SKYWARN Training, April Meeting 


Skywarn Training will be conducted during the April 
Meeting. Because this program runs long, the meeting 
will start at 7:00pm instead of 7:30pm. 


My First HF Experience 


AC4ZO, Jeff put out a call on the repeater last 
Saturday for anyone who wanted to try HF to come to 
his house. The North American QSO Party was 
starting and it would be an ideal opportunity to make 
first contacts. I took him up on the offer. 


AD4ZE, Warren was already at the radio working 


(Continued from page 4) abroad. The library can make a full-size black and 


fifteen meters. KS4MD, Don had brought 3 white copy for walk-in customers for $6, "while you 
refreshments and was talking to Jeff. Isat down next wait." Mail-in customers may require 
to Warren, donned some headphones, and tried to shipping/handling charges. 


grasp just what I was supposed to do. 
Should you want to call in and determine whether 


Warren made it look easy: Tune, call at the there's a map there to meet your needs, or to find out 
appropriate time, establish contact, exchange call signs about shipping, mention call number G.3202.B72, 
and names, thank the contact and move on. which is the common call number for all of the 


maps in this series. 
After about 30 minutes of observation, I finally got up 
the nerve and switched chairs with Warren. I soon 73, Jeff 
found out that the pros made 1t LOOK easy. My 
tuning was off, (Warren touched it up). I didn't quite 
get all of the call sign, (Warren got it for me). I didn't Help Needed for RARSfest Social 
know when to transmit, (Warren queued me). Worst of 


all, I didn't push the PTT switch with my foot, Each year we all look forward to the RARSfest 
(Warren reminded me). Oh, by the way, Warren also _ social. To those that spend that Saturday organizing 
logged the contact on the computer. and setting up for the Sunday event, it is the reward 


at the end of the day - a good meal with good friends 
Whew. My first contact. Ohio I believe. It got easier and a chance to relax. To those that spend Sunday 
after about 4 of 5 contacts but I have got a long way to working the event or shopping for needed (and 
£0. wanted) radio ‘toys’, it's a chance to scope out the 
venders and catch the excitement. Again, it's a 
I often listen to sideband but usually just tune until I chance to relax with good friends and enjoy good 
can understand the QSO. I'll practice that. I thought = foo. 
that I was good at picking up QSO's in the noise, but 


Warren ran rings around me. RARS Crystals will be organizing this years event to 


make sure we all have a great meal, RARS will 
Jeff's station must be strong, I don't think we ever had _ provide the meats and cheeses, beverages, and paper 


to repeat our name or call. goods. We are asking you to sign up to bring side 
dishes. Sign-ups will be at the March and April 
Thank you Jeff, Warren, and Don for an exciting RARS meeting. We are asking for casseroles, 
afternoon. It was a learning experience. I'm looking _galads, and desserts. So think about what your 
forward to the next time. specialty is and plan on sharing it with us at the 
social. 
Van - KE4DRM 
We look forward to enjoying a good meal with you, 
Maps our good friends, and enjoying a wonderful 
RARSfest. For more information, please contact Pat 
Pete, N4ZR, tells me of a source of azimuthal- Fix KE4FCJ at 773-1437,or Bobbie Wittich 
equidistant maps that may be of interest to DXers. KD4ZVW at 362-9456. Thank you. 


The Geography and Mapping Division of the U.S. 

Library of Congress (+1 202-707-6277) has a series of Pat - KE4FCJ 
3'x 3' (roughly 90 cm square) maps of this type 

published in the early 1960s by the U.S. Navy, 

centered on various locations in the United States and 


(Continued from page 5) 
Another Ham Gets Bitten By The HF Bug! 


It was an unseasonably warm January afternoon. On 
my way home from the salt mine I threw out my call 
sign on the repeater and who should answer but Jeff 
AC4ZO. And Jeff had a special offer: This weekend 
was the North American QSO Party, a phone contest 
on HF, and he extended the invitation to come over 
and be a guest operator at AC4ZO. I jumped at the 


opportunity. 


I arrived, and had to let myself in. There at the 
controls were AD4ZE, Warren, and next to him was 
Don, KS4MD. Warren was working stations hot & 
heavy, and Don extended a hand, and explained to a 
little bit, Jeff and Bobbie arrived from their lawn 
aerobics. 


I watched the happenings for a while, and then, after 
much prodding, I moved into the operating position. 
After a brief amount of instruction, I tapped the 
footswitch, and for the very first time, worked DX. 
After that, it seemed like one contact after another. 
First Connecticut, then it was Canada. And after that I 
lost track. 


I spent about fifteen minutes at the operating position 
and had determined that my XYL would be waiting for 
me with the frying pan cocked and aimed. I thanked 
everyone for having me over. It was truly an exciting 
experience for me. One note though: Given the fact 
that this was a phone (voice) contest, it didn't strike me 
a bit odd that I never actually saw Jeff talk on the 
radio. My thanks to everybody that was there that day. 
It's really gotten me excited about amateur radio. I'm 
glad to have gotten my feet wet in HF and hope others 
have an opportunity to try it too. 


Mike KE40QO0 


W4DW Repeater Assists Rescue At Sea 


I hunched over my receiver, turned up the volume and 
Clasped the headphones over my ears, trying to pick 
out the faint voice... "Mayday, Mayday! This is 


KD4EWG on the SS Kelly... lost our engines...adrift at 
sea..." 


OK, I'm exaggerating, but isn't that the way the 
"rescue at sea" stories always begin? Well, here's what 
really happened: 


It was late February, but the weather was more like 
spring in North Carolina, sunny and warm. Kelly 
KD4EWG needed to relax, so he towed his small 
fishing boat to Lake Crabtree to drown some worms. 
As he stepped into the boat, he stepped on a fishing 
rod, breaking it in half. But things could still get 
worse. 


The boat had a small, electric trolling motor (gas 
motors aren't permitted on Lake Crabtree). At about 
the center of the lake, the motor gave up with a puff of 
smoke (AC4ZO says that all electrical components 
have a puff of smoke in them, and they work as long 
as you keep the smoke inside. But if the smoke ever 
gets out, the component stops working). 


Kelly did have an oar, but he also had a pinched 
muscle in his back, and rowing was too painful. 
Fortunately, he also had his two meter HT. A quick 
autopatch to the Lake Crabtree Park Ranger station 
yielded a... recording. 


Kelly's signal was fading, and that's what caught my 
attention. I broke in and told him he was getting too 
noisy for another patch, and he explained the situation. 
I called the sheriff and asked if they could relay a 
report of a stranded boater to the park ranger, which 
they did. 

Lake Crabtree is close to my house, so I drove over, 
and arrived just in time to see the Ranger head out to 
the wrong side of the lake. I kept Kelly company on 
147.42 simplex while we waited for the rescue craft to 
circle the lake and tow him in. 

... "Coast Guard Cutter ‘Crabtree’... have you in 
sight..." was the last whisper I could coax from my 
receiver as the band died completely, except for some 
yahoo in Cary hollering "CQ Contest..." 


- Gary, KN4AQ 
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Jontinued from page 6) 
*~ACKET IN THE TRIANGLE -- A REVIEW 
by Gary Pearce KN4AQ 


A lot of local hams have been wondering 
yhat's going on with packet in the Triangle -- what's 
appened to the local BBSs, and what systems can be 
ound on what frequencies. There have been a lot of 
hanges lately, so it's time for a review. 

Unfortunatly, there's not enough room in the 
ixciter for all the detail you'd need to operate packet 
rom scratch. There are several good books out there, 


CQ videotape (available from the RARS library), and 


sually good introductions in the TNC manuals. This 


tticle will focus on the local systems, with just enough 


eneral detail to give the non-packet audience a clue 
bout what can be done. 


Here's the big picture. There are a handfull of 


eparate packet "networks," not just around Raleigh, 
ut worldwide. For the most part, these networks are 


eparate entities, connected only by the common use of 


acket. There are: the BBS network , the DX 
’acketCluster, the SEDAN keyboard-to-keyboard 
etwork, the TCP/IP network, and APRS. Now let's 
oom in on each for some detail. 


‘HE BBS NETWORK - RALEIGH/CARY 

The worldwide BBS packet network is a very 
dose collection of independent Bulletin Boards and 
nterconnecting radio nodes. By logging onto your 
dcal bulletin board, you can read bulletins posted by 
iams in the Triangle, across North Carolina, across 


he US, and around the world. You can post your own 


ulletins designated for those areas, and you can send 
nd receive more-or-less private E-mail to packet 
tations around the world. And there are some more 
nique features, like internet gateways, weather 
nformation servers, callsign lookup servers and such. 
Until recently, that network was represented 


n Raleigh by the NIGMV Bulletin Board, operated by 
ohn NIGMV (a few years ago, Will K4TWW operated 
he area BBS). Late last year, job changes caused John 


0 put his house up for sale and prepare to relocate. 

lis real-estate agent didn't think John's roomful of 
iam and computer equipment was a particularly 
ttractive selling point, and advised John to make the 
oom look, how shall I say it... "normal." John had to 
ake the BBS off the air. | 


We were BBS-free for several months, sort 
of waiting for someone to step forward and put in 
the effort, time, equipment and money to reestablish 
a BBS system. That person has come forward, and 
with help from John and other BBS operators 
around the state, and a computer donated by Woody 
KJ4SO, Ronnie Reams WA4MIF has established a 
new BBS, operating under the callsign KE4YOA. 
That callsign is licensed to the East Wake 
Communications Association, and Ronnie is the 
trustee. 

With the BBS back on the air, we 
get back to business as usual... and we're about to 
have a significant upgrade. 

Business as usual means that the BBS is 
operating on the Raleigh/Cary LAN (Local Area 
Network) channel of 147.54 MHz. Ronnie has a 
radio on that channel at his house just north of 
Knightdale. So to connect to the BBS, put your 
packet station on 147.54 and connect to either the 
callsign KE4YOA, or the alias EWBBS. 

But not everyone in the area can reach 
Ronnie's station directly. He's in a pretty good VHS 
spot, but the BBS antenna is not hundreds of feet in 
the air like a repeater, so you may need some help. 

That help comes from two additional nodes 
operating in the area, the RNCLAN in Raleigh and 
the CNCLAN in Cary, both operated by the Wake 
Digital Communications Group (WDCG). These 
are simple store-and-forward nodes that will collect 
your transmissions and retransmit them to the BBS, 
and vice-versa. 

The RNCLAN (K4IWW-3) also operates on 
147.54. It is simply a transciever and a TNC with 
node software in it, located on the Dean Whitter 
building on 6-Forks Road in north Raleigh. If you 
can't reach the BBS directly, but you can reach the 
RNCLAN, first connect to RNCLAN, and then 
connect through it to the BBS (after you've 
connected to RNCLAN, type C EWBBS). 

If you're in the Cary area, the CNCLAN 
(N4AJF-2) may better suit your needs. It operates 
about the same as the RNCLAN, also on 147.54 
MHz. 

And, a second BBS is just getting started. 
Mike KB4LFH in Cary has a system on the air as 
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(Continued from page 7) 

well. It was not fully configured press time, but soon it 
will also carry bulletins and forward mail. It will be 
available only via the RNCLAN and CNCLAN, under 
the alias TCPBBS. Look for more details in an 
upcoming Exciter. 

The upgrade I mentioned earlier will improve 
the way the RNCLAN and CNCLAN relay your 
signals to the BBS. Until now, these nodes could only 
store your data while you were transmitting, and then 
turn around and forward it to the BBS, all on 147.54 
MHz. This is a slow process, more than doubling the 
number of packets being sent on the channel, for no 
additional communication. And if more than one 
station is using 147.54 at a time (something packet is 
supposed to be able to do), there is too much potential 
for interference, or "collisions" as they are called in 
packet, between all the transmitters. 

The upgrade is quite extensive. Lee N4AJF 
and others working in WDCG have built a packet 
repeater that operates on the 440 MHz band. The 
repeater is located on a 180' tower near the Cary 
Community Center. Link radios and TNCs are being 
added to the RNCLAN and CNCLAN, and to the BBS, 
and in the near future they will pass packet traffic back 
and forth using the repeater, at 9600 bps. 

You will still connect to the LAN node as 
usual, on two meters, but the LAN node will forward 
your traffic to the BBS on UHF, through the repeater, 
instead of on 147.54. This will help remove 
congestion from 147.54. In addition, we will move 
one of the LANs off of 147.54, probably to 145.05, to 
further reduce congestion. 

Much of the equipment involved in the 
upgrade was purchased for WDCG use by the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society. 

Can individual users use the repeater directly? 
Well... no. It's designed for use by the RNCLAN and 
CNCLAN, additional nodes and "servers" that people 
may put on the air, and for intercity traffic being 
forwarded to and from the BBS. We expect traffic 
through it to be heavy enough that we will discourage 
use by individuals. However, if you have the 
equipment and interest, get involved with WDCG and 
help work on the network system, and you will be able 
to check out the repeater. 

Sometime in the future, WDCG wants to 
build a 9600 user-access system -- probably another 


repeater -- on UHF, and also probably a 9600 user 
node connected to the network on 2 meters. Of course, 
this depends on getting interested people to help, and 
getting the money to buy the radios and antennas. 

By the way, other than work on the repeater 
and network equipment, WDCG has been pretty 
dormant. There were no general user meetings last 
year, and none planned so far this year. WDCG needs 
some help, both technical and organizational. RARS 
has deliberatly stayed out of the packet BBS business 
to avoid competition with WDCG and dilution of the 
group of people interested in packet. If you're 
interested in getting WDCG on it's feet again, see me 
at a club meeting. I think that after the repeater is 
working well and the LAN nodes are using it 
successfully, interest will pick up. 


THE BBS NETWORK - DURHAM 

Durham has a system similar to the one in 
Raleigh/Cary, with a node and a BBS. This network 
operates on 145.73 MHz. The node is called DUR73 
(KB4WGA-2), and the BBS is called DURBBS 
(KB4WGA-1). This BBS had also been out of 
commission for several months, and has recently been 
brought back into operation with help from Rick 
KC4WPG. Rick is the sysop of the Fayetteville BBS, 
and has been very helpful in getting both the Durham 
system and the new Raleigh BBS back on the air. The 
Fayetteville BBS operates on 145.75 as the WPGBBS 
(KC4WPG-2). 


THE BBS NETWORK BACKBONE 

Now you know more about the local systems. 
But how do they send traffic back and forth, and in 
and out of the state, if they're all on different 
frequencies? That's done on what's called 
a backbone network, and is uses several additional 
frequencies in the 144 and 440 MHz bands. The new 
Raleigh/Cary repeater, and the Durham BBS, are 
connected together using 9600 bps packet on 441.0 
MHz. The 441.0 signal also heads down to 
Fayetteville. Greensboro and points west also used to 
use 441.0, and in the near future they hope to again. 

The signal that heads toward Fayetteville is 
intercepted by a node in Lindon, and switched to 
147.48 MHz. Additional nodes on 147.48 link 
Faytteville to Wilmington and New Bern to the east, 
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ind on toward Charlotte to the west. From there, a 
variety of frequencies are used on 144, 220 and 

140 to connect nodes and BBSs across the state. 


We used to use 145.01 as a network 


yackbone. Today, it still links some parts of the 
itate together, but it will see less and less use as 
ugher speed UHF links are completed in each city. 
[he major node in this area on 145.01 is called 
INC (KM4OX). It is co-located with the 147.15 


‘epeater, 800' up on a tower near Lake Wheeler. 


When the RNCLAN and CNCLAN are 


inally connected to the backbone, via the repeater, 
ou will be able to use them to navigate the 
ietwork for some distance, probably down to 
‘ayetteville or Wilmington, with reasonably quick 
‘onnections. I'll go though that in a future article. 


Continued Next Month... 


Regular RARS Meeting Minutes 
Ainutes of the Regular January RARS Meeting - 
fanuary 2, 1996 


Che regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
society was held on January 2, 1996 at the Forest 


| 


Tills Baptist Church. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:35p by Cyndi 
<D4ACW, who welcomed 78 members and 5 
tuests. The topic of the evenings program was 
snnounced, 

vhich was HT programming techniques, to be 
wesented by Gary, KN4AQ. 


ike WA4BP] gave the Treasurer's report, and 
ad that RARS checking account contains 


| 


111,846.17; The savings account has $3,983.82; 
nd the investment account is $12,120. RARS 
nembership is about 346. Mike asked members 


or corrections to the roster. A new edition is 


bout to be published, so members with new 


ddresses, license classes, etc. were asked to 
ubmit their updates. 


Syndi announced that a New Ham Information Net 


is planned for 20 January, at about 8:30p in the place 
of the Technical Net on the 146.64 repeater. This 
net is conducted once or twice a year, and is aimed at 
providing new hams with information to add to their 
enjoyment of the hobby, and to help make them 
comfortable operators. 


Jeff, AC4ZO, then made a few comments about the 
Hamwatch program and offered some operating tips 
for emergency calls on the autopatch. 


Lynn, KO4QH, announced the Spring RARS class 
schedule. Classes will begin on March 4, and will 
be held on Monday and Thursday evenings at the 
Nortel Technical Training Center. The classes run 
for six weeks, and training includes preparation for 
Novice, Technician, and 5 WPM Morse 
examinations. If there is enough interest, a General 
class upgrade session will be held in parallel with 
the regular class. 


Because of the nature of the evenings program, 
Cyndi announced that the door prizes would be 
drawn at 8:30p to accommodate persons not wishing 
to stay for the entire meeting. 


Cyndi then introduced Gary, KN4AQ, to begin the 
program. Door prizes went to KD4SLQ, WOUCE, 
KF4EUT, KE4DRI, W5PGX, KE4PAX, KE4TTQ, 
KE4RHU, and WA4BPJ. 


Minutes of the Regular February RARS Meeting - 
February 6, 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
Society was held on February 6, 1996 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:42p by Cyndi 
KD4ACW, who welcomed 86 members and 5 

guests. The topic of the evenings program was 
announced, which was "Information Superhighway 
for Radio Hobbyists" by Curt, KD4YU. Cyndi took a 
moment to thank Mike, WA4BPJ, for his recent 
work in reviving the .64 repeater, and to announce 
that the official RARS backup repeater is W4ATC 
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(Continued from page 9) 
on 145.13. 


An announcement was then made that because 
of the weather, there would be no VE testing at 
this meeting. The RARS Hot Line (686-8871) 
will have information on any make-up 
sessions. 


Tickets for the 1996 RARSfest were for sale by 
Glen, WA4LHE. 


Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer's report, 
and said that RARS checking account contains 
$10,126.99; The savings account has 
$3,991.01; and the investment account is 
$12,167. RARS membership is about 353. 


Cyndi then introduced Dick, KD4ISC, the 
Raleigh area Skywarn EC. Dick explained the 
recent Skywarn activity, and thanked the NCS 
operators, who are: KD4WCS, N4U0Q, 
N4YTO, KC4UQN, KD4LLQ, KN4AQ, 
KM4U0O, KE4IHX, KE4KFZ, and KE4WZY. 
Dick then announced that Skywarn 

Spotter training will be on April 2, at the 
RARS regular meeting. There will be a 
special meeting start time of 7:00p. 


David, N4YTO, announced that the VHF/UHF 
SIG will meet at the E] Rodeo restaurant on 
Wednesday, 14 February at 6:30p. New SIG 
officers will be elected at this meeting. 


Gary, KN4AQ, passed along a message from 
some engineering students at Duke University. 
They are seeking assistance developing 
specialized ham and computer equipment for a 
disabled student. 


Lynn, KO4QH, announced that the RARS 
Spring classes will commence on March 4 at 
the Nortel Technical Training Center. 


Cyndi introduced the RARS Librarian, Bobbie, 
KD4ZVW, and described briefly what is 
available for checkout from the library. 


At this point, Cyndi introduced the guest 
speaker for the evening: Curt, KD4YU. The 
program was enjoyed by all. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:47p. 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes of the RARS January Board Meeting - 
January 16, 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church on January 16. The 
meeting was called to order by KD4ACW at 
7:12p . Members present were: K.D4ACW, 
WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, WA4PEN, 
KA3PSK, KO4QH, KD4RAA, AD4UL, 
W4VFI, 

KD4YU, and AC4ZO. The attendance 
counted 19. 


The November minutes were approved, with 
one correction, on motion by WA4PEN, 
seconded by K4HF. I 


The minutes of the special meeting of the 


(Continued on page / 1) 


Board on December 5 were approved on 
motion by WA4PEN, seconded by AD4UL. 


KD4YU gave an update on the unfinished 
business of the Van, being donated to us by 
WRAL. There has been a delay in our taking 
possession of the van. A few issues are still 
being worked, and numerous topics pertaining 
to the van were discussed, but no action was 
taken by the Board. 


KE4END appeared by special invitation to 
discuss the W4DW Packet Cluster. He 
recounted the history of the Packet Cluster, 
and then asked for a definition of the 
relationship between Packet Cluster, and 
RARS. It was then resolved by the Board that 
Packet Cluster would be a Special Interest 
Group, and would operate in a like fashion to 
other SIGs. KE4END took two action items: 
Firstly, to compile a list of all equipment 
owned by RARS that is employed in the Packet 
Cluster, and secondly, to regularly submit to 
the Exciter on behalf of the Packet Cluster. 
After 

lengthy discussion of the financial implication 
of the Cluster, a motion was made by AC4ZO 
to approve the policy of the Packet Cluster SIG 
to assess a user fee for access to certain 
specialized features of the Cluster. The motion 
was seconded by KD4YU, and more discussion 
ensued. 

The question was called by KA3PSK and the 
motion went to vote, but was defeated. 
KE4END presented the Librarian with the new 
W4DW Packet 

Cluster Users Guide. 


WAG4BPJ gave the Treasurer's report, and said 
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that the checking account balance is 
$10,702.66; savings is $3,983.82; and the 
investment account is $12,120. RARS 
membership is 350. 


KD4ACW gave the VP report in the absence 
of KC4UQN. She said that the February 
program will not be Skywarn spotter training, 
as had been previously announced. At this 
time, the program has not been finalized, but 
possibilities include a program on the RARS 
computer Bulletin Board System, or possibly a 
program on the Internet. 


KD4ACW addressed miscellaneous issues at 
this time. She asked Board members to please 
submit their agenda items to the Secretary at 
least a week before the mecting. The Agenda 
will then be distributed to board members. 
(Jeff AC4ZO can be reached via Email at 
jwittich@bnr.ca or by telephone at 362-9456. 
-Sec.) 


KO4QH reported on the Education committee. 
She said the RARS spring classes will begin 
on March 4 at the Nortel Technical Training 
Center. The Instructors are lined up, and the 
flyers are being distributed. 

Lynn also indicated that she would like to start 
an Elmer group. 


KD4ACW reported on the Hamfest committee. 
She said that all committee chair positions 
have been filled, and progress has been good. 
The committees next meeting will be on 
Monday 22 January at K4HF. 


KD4RAA made a presentation on the Repeater 
committee goals for 1996. A motion was made 


(Continued from page 11) 

by KD4RAA and seconded by KE4FCJ to retain 
Danny KM4OxX to construct a repeater to replace 
the existing 146.64 machine. The cost would not 
exceed $1,000. The motion was carried. 


KD4ACW announced the appointment of an 
Awards committee. The committee members are 
KE4FCJ, KD4OKP, and KD4ZVW. They are now 
accepting nominations for awards, and the 
presentation will be at the March meeting, as usual. 


K4HF related the procedure set forth in the RARS 
By laws, for awarding a Special Life Membership to 
a member. K4HF then moved that the Board 
recommend to the Membership that we award a 
Special Life Membership to Jesse Hodges W4JG for 
his services to RARS over many years. The motion 


selection of ARRL published books, is available to 
ARRL affiliated clubs at a cost of $170.00. Upon 
seeking funding for this set for the RARS library, 
KO4QH agreed to provide the funding from the 
Education Committee. 


On motion by WA4BPJ the meeting adjourned at 
9:52p. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 
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